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Abstract
The main objective of this paper is to test models of environmentally significant behavior on
two ISSP datasets from 1993 and 2000 surveys. The pooled dataset contains information on
intention of non-activist behavior in the public sphere (willingness to pay higher prices and
taxes, and willingness to accept lower living standard for environmental cause), on actual
non-activist behavior in the public sphere (petitioning and money-donating), on
environmental activism (joining of environmental group and protesting), and on privatesphere environmentalism (sorting of waste, cut-backs on car-use).
Apart from socio-demographic and economic variables, we look particularly at the effect of
environmental concern, perceived environmental efficiency, environmental knowledge, and
proenvironmental attitudes (as measured on quasi-nep scale). To model the binary and ordinal
dependent variables, we use binary logit and ordinal logit models.
The results of the present study suggest that different types of environmental behavior do not
form an undifferentiated mass of behavior and warrant caution when putting together different
examples and types of environmentally significant behavior and making bold generalizations
concerning their derminants.
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1. Introduction
In early 1970s, the term environmental behavior (Arbuthnot and Lingg, 1975; Kinnear, Tailor
and Ahmed, 1974; Rickson, 1972) emerged in empirical studies. The motivation of social
scientists to conduct this kind of research has been not only progress of scientific knowledge
but also providing policy and marketing relevant knowledge. For example Arbuthnot and
Lingg (1975) suggested that environmental psychologist should study public’s response to the
environmental crises in order to more effectively design ameliorative programs and policies.
Another motivation has been to formulate implications for private sector, especially for
marketing (for example Kinnear, Tailor and Ahmed, 1974). This demand for information
about determinants of environmentally significant behavior influenced, among other, the
concept of environmentally significant behavior. Also the interplay of environmental
movement and social science has acted part.
Although there seem to be both theoretical and practical interest in knowing the determinants
of environmentally significant behavior, there is considerable confusion as to what constitutes
this behavior and how to define it conceptually. Moreover, different terms such as green
behavior (Autio et al. 2004, D’Souza et al. 2007, Chan 2001, Schlegelmilch et al. 1996), proenvironmental or pro-ecological behavior (Ellen 1994, Grob 1995, Harland et al. 2007, Allen
et al. 1999, Berenguer 2007, Darnton et al. 2006, Norlund et al. 2002, Harland et al. 1999,
Milfont et al. 2006, Oreg et al. 2006, Von Borgstede and Biel, 2002), environmentally
significant behavior (Stern 2000, Gatersleben et al. 2002, Wall, Devine-Wright and Mill,
2007), environmentally conscious behavior (Ando et al. 2007, Ellen et al. 1991),
environmentally friendly behavior (Allen, & Ferrand, 1999, Thøgersen et al. 2006),
environmentally responsible behavior (Allen, & Ferrand, 1999, Kaplan 2000, Boccalletti
2006, De Young, 2000), environmentally relevant behavior (Bamberg and Schmidt, 2003,
Harland et al., 1999), ecological behavior (Kaiser, 1998, 1999), or simply environmental
behavior (Poortiga et al. 2004, Diekmann et al. 1998, 2003, Staats et al. 2004) are used, often
in similar meanings.
An important step forward has been made by Stern (2000) who proposed the concept of
environmentally significant behavior (ESB). Environmentally significant behavior can be
defined in two ways. Either it can be defined by its impact: “the extent to which it changes the
availability of materials or energy from the environment or alters the structure and dynamics
of ecosystems or the biosphere” (Stern 2000: 408), or it can be defined from the actor’s
standpoint as a behavior that is undertaken with the intention to change the environment
(Stern 2000: 408).
Based on factor analysis, Stern (2000) has distinguished 3 types of environmentally
significant behavior:
1) Environmental activism that includes active participation in environmental movements
2) Non-activist behaviors in the public sphere that includes two sub-groups of behavior:
a. Active citizenship – i.e. petitioning and joining environmental organizations
b. Passive citizenship – i.e. support for public policies, or their acceptance
3) Private-sphere environmentalism (i.e. purchase and use of products that have
environmental impacts). This category of behavior can be, based on previous
empirical evidence, further divided into several sub-categories:
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a.
b.
c.
d.

Purchase of major goods and services with strong environmental impact
Use and maintenance of such goods
Green consumerism that is defined by pro-environmental purchase practices
Waste disposal

Relatively little is known about determinants of environmentally significant behavior in the
Czech Republic, in spite of the fact that there are freely available data from two ISSP surveys
(1993, 2000) that contain information on ESB. Several empirical studies exploited these data
(see Jandová, 2001; Řeháková, 2001; Soukup, 2001i, 2001ii; Soukup and Jandová, 2001).
However, only study by Soukup (2001i) sought to model proenvironmental behavior (as an
aggregated index).
The present study is novel in that it looks at determinants of different types of
environmentally significant behavior as classified by Stern (2000). The paper proceeds as
follows. First, we introduce our methodology, including description of dependent and
independent variables. Then we describe briefly the data sets. Next we present results of
model estimation. Finally, we present some conclusions.

2. Method
Dependent variables
The present study exploit data from two ISSP surveys conducted in 1993 and 2000 (for
description of the surveys see the next section). Pooled data set contained information on
various behavioral intentions related to environmentally significant behavior and about
particular examples of environmentally significant behavior. These behaviors and intentions
were measured either as binary, or as ordinal variables (for verbatim of questions, their
description, statistics, and measures see the appendix 2, 3 and 4).
Based on Stern’s classification of ESB, we could discern following intentions to non-activist
behavior in the public sphere:
•
•
•

prices (ordinal)
taxes (ordinal)
living (ordinal)

Further, the dataset contains variables measuring actual non-activist behavior in the public
sphere:
•
•

petition (binary)
money (binary)

The pooled dataset contained also information on private sphere environmentalism:
•
•

sorting (ordinal)
car (ordinal)
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The pooled data contained also information on environmental activism:
•
•

group (binary)
protest (binary)

Independent variables
As the explanatory variables (for full description and descriptive statistics see the appendix 5)
we used sociodemographic variables (age, male, highschool, college) and an economic
variable (incstd) describing respondents.
We also used several “environmental variables”, namely:
• envcncr (mean score) – environmental concern
• evknowledge (summed score) – environmental knowledge (we followed Witherspoon
(1994) in how we calculated the score)
• nep (mean score) – quasi-nep scale, i.e. proenvironmental attitudes as measured on
modified New-environmental-paradigm scale1
• efficiency (dummy) – one’s belief that s/he can do much about the environment

Models
In order to test the effects of the variables on behavioral intentions and environmentally
significant behaviors, we employ binary logit model for binary dependent variables (group,
petition, money, protest) and proportional odds model with logit link for ordinal dependent
variables (prices, taxes, living, sorting, car).
In binary logistic regression, the dependent variable takes on two values 0 (for not-performing
a behavior), and 1 (for performing that behavior). The logit of probability of performing a
behavior is then linear combination of explanatory variables,
logit [ P(Y=1) ] = α + βX

(1)

where X is vector of explanatory variables, α is a constant, and β is a vector of estimated
coefficients. Further, we use ML method to estimate the models.
In proportional odds model, we seek to explain multinomial variable with ordered values. The
logit of probability that Y belongs to outcome category j or lower is equal to linear
combination of explanatory variables,
logit [ P( Y ≤ j | x ) ] = αj - βX (2)

1

Unfortunately, the pooled data do contain nor the full 12-item NEP scale as used e.g. by Dunlap and Van Liere
(1978), neither the revised version of 15-item NEP scale (see e.g. Dunlap et al. 2000). For that reason, we were
used reduced form of the NEP scale (for verbatim of questions see appendix) and we follow Soukup (2001i) in
that we call it quasi-NEP scale.
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where αj is a constant specific for each outcome category, X is vector of explanatory
variables, and β is a vector of estimated coefficients.2
Models were estimated in statistical environment R (R Development Core Team 2008), using
procedures glm from stats package and polr from MASS package (see Thompson 2008 for
details). Maximum-likelihood method has been used to estimate the models. Results are
reported in the following section.

3. Data collection
The two ISSP surveys were conducted on population of the Czech Republic aged 18 years
and older in 1993 (ISSP 1993) and in 2000 (ISSP 2000). In both surveys, three-stage stratified
random sampling has been used to select the sample. However, the stages were different
between the surveys. In 1993, localities were selected first, then electoral sectors, and then
respondents were randomly selected from electoral lists. For age cohort aged 18 to 19, not
included in the electoral list, the quota sampling has been used to select them at the electoral
sectors level. In 2000, three stages consisted of random selection of electoral sectors,
households in the electoral sectors, and household members within households (using Kish’s
tables). Response rate was 72% in 1993 and 55.6% in 2000. Because of the low response rate
of the ISSP survey 2000, the sample was not completely representative of the Czech
population. There were differences in representativeness in terms of sex, education and age.
Both ISSP modules included an environmental knowledge scale, attitudinal and behavioral
measures, and socio-demographic characteristics. Unfortunately, in 2000, some questions
were left out from questionnaire and new questions were added. Also the wording of some
questions was slightly changed in 2000 (money donating, cut-backs on car-use). If the
changes in wording were essential, the variable has been left out from analyzed data (for
example years of education). Some variables had to be recorded because of different number
of categories of answers (level of education). The block of Czech-specific questions
concerning attitudes regarding local politics was added at the end of the ISSP module in 1993.
Instead of this block, questions concerning attitudes regarding politics in general and
confidence in institutions were included in 2000. Therefore these blocks were incomparable
and have been left out from pooled data.

4. Results
When we look at the correlation matrix (see the appendix 6) of different types of ES behavior
and intention, we see that certain behaviors and intentions are associated more closely than
others. First of all, intentions of non-activist behavior in the public sphere (prices, taxes,
living) are highly correlated. However, the question still remains whether they are correlated
2

Notice the minus sign in this form of parametrization of proportional odds model, which is different from
parametrization used in most statistical software (including SAS, but not SPSS). Parametrization that we use
leads to β estimates with usual interpretation: the higher is β, the higher proportion of higher values of Y (see
Agresti, 2002: 278-279).
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because they are all intentions or because they are related to the same type of environmentally
significant behavior. The later explanation seems to be more plausible, since we can also
witness, that these intentions (prices, taxes, living) are correlated with non-activist behavior in
the public sphere (petition, money), although this correlation is far weaker (not least because
of difference in number of value levels.
Further, it is apparent from the correlation matrix, that the two examples of private-sphere
environmentalism (sorting, car) do not really form a distinct type since they are not intercorrelated. Further, these two types of ESB are correlated with intention of non-activist
behavior in the public sphere (prices, taxes, living) and partly also with non-activist behavior
in the public sphere (petition, money). What is interesting is that sorting of waste (sorting) is
negatively and significantly associated with protesting (protest), albeit weakly. This is very
interesting results indeed, and would deserves further analysis.
Lastly, we also reveal that the two particular types of environmental activism, that is
membership in an environmental group (group) and protesting for some environmental cause
(protest) are not inter-correlated. Importantly, both of these behaviors are correlated with
intention of non-activist behavior in the public sphere (prices, taxes, living) and with nonactivist behavior in the public sphere (petition, money). This goes against the typology
proposed by Stern (2000) where environmental activism forms a distinct type different from
non-activist behavior in public sphere.
To sum up, we may say that different ES behaviors and intentions seem to cluster, albeit in a
different way that Stern (2000) would suggest. Generally speaking, behavioral intentions of
non-activist behavior in public sphere seem to be associated with most types of ES behaviors.
As to the internal consistency of types of ES behavior, only non-activist behavior in the public
sphere seems to be coherent. The other two types of ES behavior, private sphere
environmentalism and environmental activism seem not to form distinct types.
Now if we look at the estimation of models of ES behavior and intentions (see appendix 7),
we realize that the picture we get from our results is far from being neat and clear both in
regard to different types of behaviors and intentions and in regard to effects of explanatory
variables. But what is apparent at the first sight is that ES behavior is not a mass of coherent
behavior influenced by the same covariates.
In terms of power of the models, all of the models performed significantly better that
intercept-only model. Indeed, the models performed decently well in terms of McFadden
pseudo R2, with some differences between the models.
Let us look at the estimates of ordinal logit models for intention of non-activist behavior in
public sphere (prices, taxes, living). There seem to be some consistency across these
intentions in that people with higher incomes and with higher level of education have, ceteris
paribus, higher willingness to financial sacrifices, while older people have lower willingness.
Also males seem to have lower willingness to sacrifices, but this effect is insignificant with
exception of living standard. Effect of fixed effects for time (year2000) is negative, meaning
that people were mostly less willing to pay much higher prices and taxes or lower their living
standard in 2000 than they were in 1993 (statistically not significantly in the case of living).
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Now let us look at the environmental explanatory variables, environmental concern (evcncr),
quasi-nep scale (nep), environmental knowledge (evknowledge), and perceived environmental
efficiency (efficiency).
Environmental concern has positive and significant effect on willingness to pay higher prices
and on willingness to accept lower living standard, but no significant effect on willingness to
pay higher taxes. Quasi-nep has positive effect on the three intentions, but only significant in
case of taxes and living.3 Environmental knowledge seems to have no significant effect on the
three intentions of non-activist behavior in public sphere. On the other hand, what appears to
have strong positive effect on the intentions is perceived environmental efficiency.
Now if we move from intention to actual non-activist behavior in public sphere (petition,
money), we see that many effects that we could observe in the case of intention are present
also when it comes to behavior, more so in the case of petitioning than money donating.
Again, we see negative effect of age and positive effect of education and environmental
concern on donating and petitioning. Perceived environmental efficiency has positive effect
that is, however, significant only in the case of money donating. Other variables in the model
explaining petitioning and money donating have no significant effect. Importantly, we do not
see any significant effect of fixed effects for time, suggesting that probability of petitioning
and money donating was not different between 1993 and 2000 when controlling for other
variables.
Now we can proceed to models of environmental activism (group, protest). In fact, we realize
that the two models estimated are quite different. Older people and males have higher
probability of joining environmental group. On the other hand, older people have lower
probability of protesting. Effect of gender on protesting is insignificant. Education has
positive but weak effect on protesting, while it has no significant effect on membership in an
environmental group. Further, perceived environmental efficiency has positive effect on
joining environmental group, while it has no significant effect on protesting. Interestingly,
neither quasi-nep nor environmental knowledge has any significant effect on protesting, or
membership in an environmental group. In addition, fixed effects for time were not significant
in either case, suggesting that, everything else equal, probability of taking part in a protest or
demonstration or joining an environmental group were similar in 2000 and in 1993.
Finally, let us look at two examples of private sphere environmentalism, waste sorting
(sorting) and cutting back on driving a car for environmental reasons (car). Even here we can
see quite different patterns of influences that somewhat blur the picture that we get.
Effect of income seems to be negative both for sorting and cutting back on car use, but
significant only in the case of car. We could probably find many explanations for this pattern,
one of them being higher value of leisure time for people with higher incomes. Effect of age
is mixed: negative for car-use cut-backs and positive for waste sorting. Also effect of gender
seems to be mixed: males do significantly more often cut back on car use, while females do
more often (yet statistically insignificantly) sort waste. Environmental efficiency has
significant positive effect both on waste sorting and on car-use cut-backs. Effect of other
3

In fact, this is the only case when quasi-nep has some effect on intention and/or behavior in the models that we
have estimated.
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variables, including quasi-nep scale, environmental concerns, and environmental knowledge
is insignificant. In addition, we see that fixed effect of time is positive and significant,
suggesting that people were, everything else equal, actually more willing to sort waste and cut
back on car use for environmental reasons in 2000 than in 1993.

5. Conclusions
This paper has demonstrated that there are significant differences between environmentally
significant behaviors, and that these are far from forming and undifferentiated mass of
behavior.
Controlling for other characteristics, our study shows that people were more prone to perform
behaviors denoted as private-sphere environmentalism (waste sorting, cut-backs on car-use)
in 2000 than in 1993. However, the situation was different when it came to intention of nonactivist behavior in public sphere (paying of higher prices and taxes for environmental
reasons): people expressed higher willingness to perform these activities in 1993 than in 2000.
Nonetheless, there were no differences between 1993 and 2000 in terms of actual non-activist
behavior in public sphere when we controlled for other variables. One may therefore
hypothesize that higher intentions indicated in 1993 did not actually turn into practice.
Effects of the most of socio-demographic variables on ESB seem to be mixed, with the
exception of education which is always positive (but not always significant). As to the
environmental variables (environmental concern, quasi-nep, environmental knowledge, and
environmental efficiency), their effect on ESB seems to be consistent across all behaviors and
intentions in terms of direction, but is not always significant. Environmental concern and
environmental efficiency have positive and mostly significant effect on ESB. Quasi-nep (proenvironmental attitudes) has positive effect only on intention to non-activist behavior in
public sphere (willingness to pay higher taxes and willingness to lower living standard for
environmental cause); in all other cases its effect is insignificant. Environmental knowledge
appears to have no significant effect on any type of ESB, or on intention of ESB.
As to the types of environmentally significant behavior, our study has revealed that nonactivist behavior in the public sphere (petitioning, money donating) and its intention
(willingness to pay higher prices and taxes, and willingness to lower living standard) form a
relatively coherent type.
On the other hand, private sphere environmentalism (sorting of waste, cut-backs on car-use)
and environmental activism (joining of environmental group, protesting) do not really form
internally coherent types, neither in terms of correlation nor in what covariates have effect on
them. However, further analysis would be needed to shed light on this interesting
phenomenon. In any case, our results warrant caution when putting together different
examples and types of environmentally significant behavior and making bold generalizations
concerning their determinants.

8

CUEC WORKING PAPER 1/2009
References
Agresti, A. (2002) Categorical Data Analysis (2nd Edition). John Wiley and Sons: New
Jersey.
Allen, J. B., & Ferrand, J. L. (1999). Environmental Locus of Control, Sympathy, and
Proenvironmental Behavior: A Test of Geller’s Actively Caring Hypothesis.
Environment and Behavior, 31 (3), 338-353.
Ando, K., Ohnuma, S., & Chang, E. C. (2007). Comparing normative influences as
determinants of environmentally conscious behaviours between the USA and Japan.
10, 171–178.
Arbuthnot, J., & Lingg, S. (1975). A comparison of French and American environmental
behaviors, knowledge, and attitudes. International Journal of Psychology, 10 (4), 275281.
Autio, M., Heinonen, V. (2004). "To consume or not to consume? Young people's
environmentalism in the affluent Finnish society." Nordic journal of Youth Research
12(2): 137-153.
Bamberg, S., & Schmidt, P. (2003). Incentives, Morality, or Habit? Predicting Students’ Car
Use for University Routes with the Models of Ajzen, Schwartz, and Triandis.
Environment and Behavior, 35 (2), 264-285.
Berenguer, J. (2007). "The Effect of Empathy in Proenvironmental Attitudes and Behaviors."
Environment and Behavior 39(2):269-283.
Boccaletti, S. (2006). “Household Behaviour and Environmental Policy: Review of Empirical
Studies on Environmentally Responsive Food Choice. “ Paper presented at: Workshop
on „Household Behaviour and Environmental policy: Empirical Evidence and policy
Issues“ organised by OECD Environment Directorate. OECD, 15.-16. June 2006,
Paris.
Chan, R.Y.K. (2001). Determinants of Chinese consumers´ green purchase behavior.
Psychology & Marketing, 18 (4), 389-413.
Darton, A., Ester-Jones, J., Lucas, K., & Brooks, M. (2006). Promoting pro-environmental
behaviour: Existing evidence to inform better policy making. A study for the
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. London: The Centre for
Sustainable
Development
University
of
Westminster.
Available
at:
http://www.defra.gov.uk
De Young, R. (2000). Expanding and Evaluating Motives for Environmentally Responsible
Behavior. Journal of Social Issues, 56 (3), 509-526.
Diekmann, A., & Preisendörfer, P. (1998). Environmental Behavior: Discrepancies between
Aspirations and Reality. Rationality and Society, 10 (1), 79-102.
Diekmann, A., & Preisendörfer, P. (2003). Green and Greenback: The Behavioral Effects of
Environmental Attitudes in Low-cost and High-cost Situations. Rationality and
Society, 15 (4), 441-472.
D’Souza, C., Taghian, M., Lamb, P., Peretiatko, R. (2007). Green decisions: demographics
and consumer understanding of environmental labels. International Journal of
Consumer Studies, 31 (4), 371-376.
Dunlap, R. E., Van Liere, K. D. (1978). The ‘new environmental paradigm’: proposed
instruments and preliminary results. Journal of Environmental Education 9: 10-19.
Dunlap, R.E., VanLiere, K.D., Mertig, A.G., Jones, R.E. (2000). “Measuring Endorsment of
the New Ecological Paradigm: A Revised NEP Scale.” Journal of Social Issues 56(3):
425-442.
9

CUEC WORKING PAPER 1/2009
Ellen, P. S., Wiener, J. L., & Cobb-Walgren, C. (1991). The role of Perceived Consumer
Effectiveness in Motivating Environmentally Conscious Behaviors. Journal of Public
Policy & Marketing, 10 (2), 102-117.
Ellen, P. S. (1994). Do We Know What We Need to Know? Objective and Subjective
Knowledge Effects on Pro-Ecological Behaviors. Journal of Business Research 30,
43-52.
Gatersleben, B., Steg, L., & Vlek C. (2002). Measurement and Determinants of
Environmentally Significant Consumer Behavior. Environment and Behavior, 34,
335-362.
Grob, A. (1995). A structural model of environmental attitudes and behaviour. Journal of
Environmental Psychology, 15, 209-220.
Harland, P., Staats, H., & Wilke, H. A. M. (1999). Explaining Proenvironmental Intention and
Behavior by Personal Norms and the Theory of Planned Behavior. Journal of Applied
Social Psychology, 29(12), 2505-2528.
Harland, P., Staats, H., & Wilke, H. A. M. (2007). Situational and Personality Factors as
Direct or Personal Norm Mediated Predictors of Pro-environmental Behavior:
Questions Derived From Norm-activation Theory. Basic and Applied Social
Psychology, 29(4), 323-334.
ISSP - International Social Survey Programme 1993. Environment. Questionnaire and
codebook
available
at:
[http://www.gesis.org/en/data_service/issp/data/2000_Environment_II.htm].
ISSP - International Social Survey Programme 2000. Environment II. Questionnaire and
codebook
available
at:
[http://www.gesis.org/en/data_service/issp/data/2000_Environment_II.htm]
Jandová, N. (2001). "Postoje k životnímu prostředí." Data & Fakta. [cit. 26-08-2004]. Online
[http://datafakta.soc.cas.cz/].
Kaiser, F. G. (1998). A general measure of ecological behavior. Journal of Applied Social
Psychology, 28, 395-422.
Kaiser, F. G., Wölfing, S., & Fuhrer, U. (1999). Environmental attitude and ecological
behaviour. Journal of Environmental Psychology, 19, 1-19.
Kaplan, S. (2000). Human Nature and Environmentally Responsible Behavior. Journal of
Social Issues, 56 (3), 491-508.
Kinnear, T. C., Taylor, J. R., & Ahmed, S. A. (1974). Ecologically Concerned Consumers:
Who Are They? Journal of Marketing, 38, 20-24.
Milfont, T. L., Duckitt, J., & Cameron, L. D. (2006). A Cross-Cultural Study of
Environmental Motive Concerns and Their Implications for Proenvironmental
Behavior. Environment and Behavior, 38(6), 745-767.
Nordlund, A. M., & Garvill, J. (2002). Value Structures behind Proenvironmental Behavior.
Environment and Behavior, 34(6), 740-756.
Oreg, S., & Katz-Gerro, T. (2006). Predicting Proenvironmental Behavior Cross-Nationally:
Values, the Theory of Planned Behavior, and Value-Belief-Norm Theory.
Environment and Behavior, 38(4), 462-483.
Poortiga, W., Steg, L., & Vlek, C. (2004). Values, Environmental Concern, and
Environmental Behavior: A Study into Household Energy Use. Environment and
Behavior, 36, 70-93.

10

CUEC WORKING PAPER 1/2009
R Development Core Team (2008). R: A language and environment for statistical computing,
reference index version 2.6.2. R Foundation for Statistical Computing, Vienna,
Austria. Online: http://www.R-project.org.
Řeháková, B. (2001). "Determinanty vztahu k ochraně životního prostředí." Sociologický
časopis 37 (4). pp 479 – 498.
Rickson, R. E. (1972). Self interest and pollution control. Journal of Environmental
Education, 4, 43-48.
Schlegelmilch, B. B., Bohlen, G. M., Diamantopoulos, A. (1996). „The link between green
purchasing decisions and measures of environmental consciousness.“ European
Journal of Marketing, 30 (5), 35-55.
Soukup, P. (2001i). “ISSP – Životní prostředí.” Edice Sociological Papers. Sociologický
ústav AV ČR, Praha.
Soukup, P. (2001ii). "Ještě jednou k životnímu prostředí." Data & Fakta. Online:
[http://datafakta.soc.cas.cz/].
Soukup, P., N. Jandová. (2001). „Češi a životní prostředí (na okraj jednoho výzkumu)”. Pp.
222-233 in Environmentální ekonomie, politika a vnější vztahy České republiky.
Praha: Nakladatelství a vydavatelství litomyšlského semináře.
Staats, H., Harland, P., & Wilke, H. A. M. (2004). Effecting Durable Change: A Team
Approach to Improve Environmental Behavior in the Household. Environment and
Behavior, 36(3), 341-367.
Stern, P.C. 2000. „Toward a Coherent Theory of Environmentally Significant Behavior.“
Journal of Social Issues 56: 409-11.
Thompson, L. (2008). R (and S-PLUS) Manual to Accompany Agresti’s Categorical Data
Analysis (2002). Online: https://home.comcast.net/~lthompson221/SplusDiscrete.PDF
Thøgersen, J., & Ölander, F. (2006). The Dynamic Interaction of Personal Norms and
Environment-Friendly Buying Behavior: A Panel Study. Journal of Applied Social
Psychology, 36 (7), 1758–1780.
Von Borgstede, C., & Biel, A. (2002). Pro-Environmental Behaviour: Situational Barriers and
Concern for the Good at Stake. Göteborg Psychological Reports, 32(1). Available at:
http://www.psy.gu.se/Forsk/psychological_reports.html
Wall, R., Devine-Wright, P., & Mill, G. A. (2007). Comparing and Combining Theories to
Explain Proenvironmental Intentions: The Case of Commuting-Mode Choice.
Environment and Behavior, 39(6), 731-753.
Whiterspoon, S. 1994. “The greening of Britain. Romance and rationality.” In: R. Jowel (ed.),
British Social Attitudes: The 11th report, Aldershot: Dartmouth Publishing. Pp. 107140.

11

CUEC WORKING PAPER 1/2009
Appendix 1: Verbatim of questions (environmental explanatory variables)
NEP (nep)
[Strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree]
We believe too often in science, and not enough in feelings and faith.
Overall, modern science does more harm than good.
Any change humans cause in nature - no matter how scientific - is likely to make things
worse.
Economic growth always harms the environment.
Environmental knowledge (evknowledge)
[definitely true - probably true - probably not true - definitely not true]
Antibiotics can kill bacteria, but not viruses.
Human beings developed from earlier species of animals.
All man-made chemicals can cause cancer if you eat enough of them.
If someone is exposed to any amount of radioactivity, they are certain to die as a result.
The greenhouse effect is caused by a hole in the earth's atmosphere.
Every time we use coal or oil or gas, we contribute to the greenhouse effect.
Environmental Concern (evcncr)
[extremely dangerous, somewhat dangerous, not very dangerous, not dangerous at all]
In general, do you think that air pollution caused by cars is, for the environment...
In general, do you think that air pollution cased by industry is, for the environment ...
In general, do you think that pesticides and chemicals used in farming are, for the
environment...
In general, do you think that pollution of rivers and lakes and streams in the Czech Republic
is, for the environment...
Environmental efficiency (efficiency)
[strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, disagree, strongly disagree]
It is just too difficult for someone like me to do much about the environment.
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Appendix 2: Verbatim of questions (environmentally significant behavior and
behavioral intention)
prices (behavioral intention: non-activist behavior in the public sphere)
[very willing - fairly willing - neither willing nor unwilling - fairly unwilling - very unwilling]
How willing would you be to pay much higher prices in order to protect the environment?
taxes (behavioral intention: non-activist behavior in the public sphere)
[very willing - fairly willing - neither willing nor unwilling - fairly unwilling - very unwilling]
How willing would you be to pay much higher taxes in order to protect the environment?
living (behavioral intention: non-activist behavior in the public sphere)
[very willing - fairly willing - neither willing nor unwilling - fairly unwilling - very unwilling]
How willing would you be to accept cuts in your standard of living in order to protect the
environment?
sorting (behavior: private-sphere environmentalism)
[always - often - sometimes - never]
How often do you make special effort to sort glass or metal or plastic or paper and so on for
recycling?
car (behavior: private-sphere environmentalism)
[always - often - sometimes - never]
How often do you cut back on driving a car for environmental reasons?
group (behavior: environmental activism)
[yes - no]
Are you member of any group whose main aim is to preserve or protect the environment?
petition (behavior: non-activist behavior in the public sphere)
[yes - no]
In the last five years, have you signed a petition about an environmental issue?
money (behavior: non-activist behavior in the public sphere)
[yes - no]
In the last five years, have you given money to an environmental group?
protest (behavior: environmental activism)
[yes - no]
In the last five years, have you taken part in a protest or demonstration about an
environmental issue?
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Appendix 3: Description of dependent variables (binary outcomes)
group
abs. freq.

(%)

petition
abs. freq.

money

(%)

abs. freq.

protest

(%)

abs. freq.

(%)

0 = „no“

2182 (97.0)

1924 (85.5)

2077 (92.4)

2157 (95.9)

1 = „yes“

67 (3.0)

325 (14.5)

172 (7.6)

92 (4.1)

Total

2249 (100)

2249 (100)

2249 (100)

2249 (100)

Appendix 4: Description of dependent variables (ordinal outcomes)
prices
abs. freq.

sorting

84 (3.9)

45 (2.1)

61 (2.8)

467 (21.0)

53 (2.4)

4

542 (25.2)

319 (15.0)

378 (17.5)

481 (21.6)

185 (8.3)

3

559 (26.0)

456 (21.4)

449 (20.8)

520 (23.3)

539 (24.2)

2
1 = „very
unwilling“ /
“never“

606 (28.2)

762 (35.7)

670 (31.1)

184 (8.3)

633 (28.5)

360 (16.7)

551 (25.8)

598 (27.7)

575 (25.8)

814 (36.6)

2151 100

2133 100

2156 100
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abs. freq.

(%)

car

abs. freq. (%)

Total

abs. freq.

living

(%)

5= „very
willing“ /
„always“

(%)

taxes

2227 100

abs. freq.

(%)

2224 100
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Appendix 5: Description of independent variables
Variable
year2000
incstd
age
male
highschool
college

Type
dummy
continuous
continuous
dummy
dummy
dummy
continuous
envcncr
∈〈1;5〉
continuous
nep
∈〈1;5〉
continuous
evknowledge
∈〈-12;12〉
efficiency

Description
fixed effects for time; 1=year 2000
per capita income of the household [thousand CZK2000]4
age of a respondent
gender; 1=male
education; 1=high school degree
education; 1=university degree
average score of environmental concern; 5=strongest env.
concern
average score on the nep scale; 5=strongest
proenvironmental attitudes
summed score of environmental knowledge; 12=highest
knowledge
perceived environmental efficiency; 1=s/he thinks that it is
not difficult for him/her to do something about the
environment

dummy

Mean
0.55
7.18
45.81
0.44
0.5
0.09

S.d.
0.5
8.44
16.73
0.5
0.5
0.29

2.09

0.55

3.1

0.78

2.23

2.25

0.5

0.5

Appendix 6: Correlation matrix (Spearman’s rho)
prices
1.000

taxes

prices

living

sorting

car

group

petition

money

taxes

0.613 ***

1.000

living

0.483 ***

0.549 ***

1.000

sorting

0.067 **

0.024

0.030

car

0.113 ***

0.078 ***

0.089 ***

0.150

1.000

group

0.037 •

0.002 **

0.033

0.038 •

0.044 *

petition

0.105

0.103 ***

0.101 ***

0.019 *

0.050 *

0.054 *

1.000

money

0.034 *

0.053 *

0.067 **

0.085 •

0.084 ***

0.156

0.205 ***

1.000

protest

0.032 *

0.043 *

0.053 *

-0.029 *

0.029

0.083 •

0.266 ***

0.118 ***

protest

1.000
1.000

1.000

Note: ***sig.<0.001; **sig.<0.01; *sig.<0.05; • sig.<0.1.

4

To translate nominal 1993 incomes into real incomes of 2000, we used deflation factor of 2.058 (nominal GDP
per capita has been used as deflator).
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Appendix 7: Models of environmentally significant behavior (binary logit and ordinal logit)
Binary logit
(Intercept)
year2000
incstd
age
male
highschool
college
envcncr
nep
evknowledge
efficiency
1|2
2|3
3|4
4|5
nobs
log likelihood
McFadden R2
AIC

money
-1.518
0.166
0.012
-0.003
0.209
0.218
1.011
0.645
-0.010
0.034
0.493

1523
-377
0.380
775

protest
group
*
0.721
-3.813
-0.773
0.361
-0.007
-0.030
-0.024 **
0.022
0.268
0.812
0.360
-0.023
**
0.906 *
0.024
**
0.918 **
0.234
0.301
0.027
-0.100
0.026
*
-0.001
1.016

1523
1523
-250
-217
0.349
0.279
522
457
Note: ***sig.<0.001; **sig.<0.01; *sig.<0.05; • sig.<0.1.

Ordinal logit
petition
***
0.118
-0.259
0.009
*
-0.016
**
0.126
0.713
0.700
0.527
0.164
-0.009
**
0.240

1523
-591
0.363
1205

prices

**
***
*
***

-0.240
0.015
-0.006
-0.014
0.288
0.944
-0.288
-0.944
0.023
-0.042
-2.197
0.156
1.377
2.849
1470
-2123
0.333
4274

16

taxes
•
•
*
**
***
***

***
***
***
***

-0.383
0.020
-0.008
-0.021
0.417
1.136
-0.417
-1.136
-0.011
-0.136
-2.784
-0.707
0.546
2.177
1456
-2016
0.331
4060

living
**
*
*
***
***
*
***
***
*
•
***

-0.055
0.002
-0.009
-0.231
0.407
0.923
-0.407
-0.923
-0.031
-0.140
-1.999
0.269
1.354
2.800
1475
-2082
0.335
4192

sorting

**
*
***
***
***
*
***
***
***
***

1.464
-0.008
0.014
-0.070
0.060
0.409
-0.060
-0.409
0.017
-0.057
-2.498
-1.330
-0.303
0.131
1521
-2213
0.360
4455

car
***
***

*

***
***
***

0.703
-0.016
-0.010
0.570
0.235
0.748
-0.235
-0.748
0.013
0.082
-4.122
-2.476
-0.925
0.371
1519
-2017
0.335
4063

***
*
***
***
*
***

•
***
***
**
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